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herself participated in them1. They encountered the
opposition of the Portuguese who were already entrenched
on the African coast, and—the chronicler of these voyages
scornfully remarks—" think to be lords of half the world,
envying that others should enjoy the commodities which
they themselves cannot wholly possess"2. The English
traders were welcomed at first by the natives as protectors
against the Portuguese; and the narrative of one voyage
relates that " the negroes here told us that . . . the Portu-
guese did much harm to their country and that they lived
in fear of them, and we told them again that we would
defend them from the Portuguese whereof they were very
glad " 3. But this friendly attitude was changed after 1562
when John Hawkins, being " assured that negroes were very
good merchandise in Hispaniola, and that store of negroes
might easily be had upon the coast of Guinea ", organized
on a joint-stock basis a slave-raiding expedition in which
he obtained, ' partly by the sword and partly by other
means ', three hundred negroes ' at the least ' 4. His act
marked the extension of the slave trade in which the worst
human passions found fruitful soil, and it turned the goodwill
of the natives into fear and hatred5. Their hostility dis-
couraged the purely trading enterprises8, and no serious effort
to resume intercourse was made until 1588, when Elizabeth
granted a small group of merchants in London and Devon
the sole right of trade on the Rivers Senegal and Gambia in
Guinea and along the coast between them for ten years7.
This, however, was not the first African Company, for three
years before the Queen had issued a similar patent con-
ferring exclusive privileges for twelve years upon a group of
Barbary merchants with whom were associated the Earls of
Leicester and Warwick8. The Barbary Company aroused
much opposition among those excluded from its ranks—one
1 Hakluyt, The Principal Navigations (ed. 1904), vi. 262.   * Ibid. vi. 141.
3 Ibid. vi. 218.	* Ibid. x. 7-8.	B Ibid. vi. 244-245 ;  x. 22, 64.
6	Hakluyt records voyages in 1563 and 1566 : ibid. vi. 258, 266.
7	Ibid. vi. 443.    The patent was renewed in 1598 :   State Papers Do-
mestic, 1598-1601, p. 16.
8	Hakluyt, The Principal Navigations (ed. 1904). vi. 419.   A monopoly
had been sought in 1574 :   Tudor Economic Documents (ed. Tawney and
Power), ii. 48, 58, 64.
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